
Input : 
Introduction : Let’s get to know the planets a little first by watching this fun video  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCxjuDePdCI 

There are 8 planets in our solar system - In order from closest to the Sun they are Mercury, Venus, Earth, 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. There are lots of funny rhymes that people use to remember this 
order. They are called a nemonic. A popular one is My Very Excited Mother Just Served Us Noodles. 

We have 4 terrestrial planets, which are made out of rocks and metal 
-Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars 

The other 4 are ‘gas giants’ and made up of gas 
- Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune. 

We used to have 9 planets, but Pluto had it’s classification changed to a ‘dwarf planet’. To be classed as a 
‘planet’ you must qualify in 3 areas 

1. Orbit a star 
2. Have enough mass to make you round 
3.  Clear your orbit 
 
Pluto fails on the last point, as it has not cleared all of the debris and material in its orbit. Pluto had it’s class 
changed in 2006 and became known as a ‘Dwarf planet’

Key Vocabulary 

Orbit 

Dwarf planet 

Solar System 

Mass 

Terrestrial planet 

Gas giant

Activity Ideas - 

• Create your own unique nemonic to remember the 8 planets in order from closest to the Sun. 
• Paint / draw / Make the 8 planets and label them 
• Make a poster of the 8 planets 
• Blow up balloons to represent the different planets, you could even cover them with paper and glue and 

paint them!

Fun Fact 

If you flew to one of the 
gas giants, you could not 

land on them as they 
have no true surface! 

For Mark to be successful in his world record attempt, he will have to stay awake for 140 hours with less 
than 3 hours sleep! Mark will be spending all of his 140 hours talking about space, because, who doesn’t  
love space?! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCxjuDePdCI

